n8         MODERN GERMAN HISTORIANS .
the foundation of the Roman Erapue as 'one of the most afflicting spectacles m history1, for Mommsen it was the salvation of the world, and its creator was the only man of genius produced by Rome The Rotmsctie Geschichte was fiist published In 1854, and took the world by storm, not merely foi its vigorous eloquence, its hard firm outline and massive knowledge, but also as a brilliant meat nation of the spmt of Prussian imperialism An apology for Caesarism so thoroughgoing and confident had never been pronounced by a scholar entitled to a hearing The old idols of Republicanism were swept down with a contemptuous gestui c, Cato as a vain and obstinate dullard, Ciceio as a despicable charlatan of the journalist tube. The ideals of the aristocratic Republic were'treated as beneath observation, for, as M. Guilland aptly remarks,1 ' le vaincu pour Mommsen a toujours toit' The great scholar was on safer ground when in later life he evolved the history of the Empire from the msciiptions,for heie his survey was unblotted by the clouds of passion. But the earlier and more famous work is another illustration of Lessmg's witty saying that nobody ever wiites the history of any age but his own age,
A younger contempoiary of Mommsen brought historical studies into more intimate relations with German politics. Heinrich von Sybel, a Westphalian by birth but a Prussian by adoption, was primarily a publicist, holding m common with Seeley that history should be practical and the historical workshop a laboratory of political hygiene. His own opinions, which were of the National Liberal type, vehemently Prussian and Protestant, weie held and enunciated with great vigour during a long and busy life. As a political pamphletcei he was certainly unequalled in his generation, for he took large views and was the master of a manly and robust style, sometimes touched with irony and always maikecl by conviction. His best short pieces denounced the Mediaeval Empire as an extravagant and disastrous folly, and (at some expense of historic justice) depicted Austria as the destroyer and Prussia as the constant champion of German interests. But his lame rested upon two long historical books, each of which in a sense 1 L'Atomagru mwdU et ses fttstoriens*